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^  •'  Room  900, 1  City  Hall  Square 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02201 
Robert  T.  Kenney/ Director  Telephone  (617)  722-4300 


M.   Daniel   Richardson,   Director 

Boston  Area  Office 

Depa»"1ment  of  Hou«;ing  and  Urban  Df?velopment 

15  New  Chardon  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts       02201 

Dear  Mr.  Richardson: 

Please  find  attached  the  revised  environmental   clearance  report  for  the 
East  Boston  Neighborhood  Development  Program  I,     The  report  combines  the 
previous  environmental   submission  relating  to  this  project  as  well   as 
adding  additional   information. 

The  report  discusses  the  environmental   impact  of  the  project  upon  the 
community,  as  well   as  the  impact  of  the  surrounding  environment  upon  the 
proposed  project.     In  order  to  alleviate  some  adverse  effects  of  the 
surrounding  environment  on  the  project,  the  >^port  delineates  specific 
actions  which  will   be  taken  by  this  Authority  in  terms  of  rezoning,  truck 
rerouting,  and  priorities  for  further  development  in  this  portion  of  the 
East  Boston  community. 

I  trust  that  acceptance  of  this  environmental   clearance  report  will   lead 
to  Immediate  approval   of  the  proposed  housing  development  as  a  part  of 
this  project. 

Sincerely, 


Robert  T.  Kenney 
Director 
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EAST  BOSTOiJ  NEIGHBORHOOD  DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAM:  MASS.  A-3 
SPECIAL  ENVIRONMENTAL  CLEARANCE  WORKSHEET 

E.  1.  DESCRIPTION  OF  EXISTING  COMMUNITY 
a.  Socio-Economic  Factors 

1.  Population 

The  population  of  East  Boston  is   currently  38,900  a  decrease  of  11% 
since  1960  and  25%  since   1950.     The  greatest  decrease  in  population  occurred 
in  the  25-44  category  while  persons  over  65  have  been  increasing. 

2.  Income 

The  median  family  income  inEast  Boston  was  $8,620.00  which  is 
lower  than  the  City  of  Boston's  median  family  income  of  $9,133. 

3.  Housing 

In  1970,   East  Boston  had  13,727  housing  units  which  represents   a 
2%  decrease  since   1960.     The  number  of  persons  per  unit  has  decreased 
from  3.1  to  2.8  which   indicates  that  East  Boston  is   following  the  national 
trend  toward  smaller  households,   since  population  is  decreasing  faster 
that  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  dwelling  units.     However,  East  Boston 
has  a  higher  persons  per  unit  ratio  than  the  City  as  a  whole. 

4.  Housing  Vacancies 

The  1970  Census   indicates   that  856  dwelling  units  were  vacant  in 
East  Boston.     Many  of  these  vacancies  however  are  not  available  for  sale 
or  rent  for  various   reasons--many  are  without  adequate  plumbing  facilities 
or  have  deficiencies  making  them  unrentable  without  significant  rehabili- 
tation.    There  were   approximately  570  vacant  units  with  all   plumbing 
facilities   for  rent  in  1970   (4%  of  all   the  units). 

5.  Rent  Levels 

Rent  levels  in  East  Boston  arc  $80  per  month  compared  to  the  City 
level  of  $100  per  month.  Approximately  86%  of  the  rental  units  in  East 
Boston  rent  for  less  than  $100  per  month. 
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b.  Existing  Land  Use 

The  principle  land  use  in  East  Boston  is  Logan  International   Airport  which, 
along  vn'th  other  transportation  forms,   accounts   for  44%  of  the  land  in  East 
Boston.     This   compares  with  26%  for  transportation  uses  for  the  City.     Only  10% 
of  all    land  is  occupied  for  residential   use--compared  to  29%  for  the  City. 
Conmercial    land  occupies   3%  of  the  land,   industrial   uses  occupy  2%  of  the  land, 
and  31%  of  the  land  is  vacant. 

The    rj.D.P.    I  site   is  occupied  by  6  buildings  which  are  used  for  industrial 
use  and  one  structure  used  for  commercial   and  residential   use.     The  area  to  the 
north  is   a  local   business   center  surrounded  by  residences.     Industrial   uses  and 
vacant  land  are  directly  south  and  west  of  the  project,  fronting  on  Boston 
Harbor.     A  spur  line  of  the  Penn  Central   Railroad  is  on  the  easterly  side  of 
the  site.    (See  Map  A).  .  '  . 

c.  Open  Space 

East  Boston  is  not  well  served  by  playgrounds  and  nearly  20  percefit  of 
its  population  is  unserved.  More  critical,  however,  is  the  need  for  local 
parks  wherein  65%  of  East  Boston's   residents  are  unserved. 

d.  Utilities 

Virtually  all   of  East  Boston  is  served  by  a  combined  sewer  system  which 
discharges  effluent  at  Deer  Island  after  receiving  partial  treatment.     The 
Metropolitan  District  CoiriTiission,  however,  has  received  authorization  and 
bonding  power  to  construct  secondary  treatment  facilities. 

E.  2.  DESCRIPTIGM  OF  PROPOSED  PROJECT  OR  ACTIVITY 

The  Sumner  Street  Neighborhood  Development  Program  is  an  urban  renewal 
project  to  be  carried  out  under  Title   I  of  the  Federal   Housing  Act  of  1949, 
as  amended,  and  Chapter  121B  of  the  General   Laws  of  Massachusetts.     Both 
clearance  and  rehabilitation  activities  are  planned.     The  project  area, 
located  in  the  East  Boston  section  of  the  City  of  Boston,  is  9.6  acres  in 
size.     The  total    gross   project  cost  is  estimated  at  $4.5  million. 
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The  basic  objectives  of  urban  renewal   activity  in  the  East  Boston  NDP 
project  area  are: 

•1.     To  provide  a  site  primarily  for  lov/-rent  public  housing  to  meet 
the  needs   of  low-income  families  and  individuals  and  the  elderly; 

2.  To  implement  and  advance  the  National   Goals  of  increasing  the 

■    existing  housing  supply  for  low-income  families  and  individuals 
and  the  elderly;  .  ■  . 

3.  To  expedite  the  provision  of  needed  low-rent  public  housing  units; 

4.  To  eliminate  obsolete,   incomoatible,  and  deteriorating  buildings 
v/hich  depress   the  physical    condition  and  character  of  the  area  and 
contribute  to  the  growth  of  blight. 

Specifically,   the  project  is   intended  to  provide  300  units  of  low-rent 
public  housing  (20  units  for  families  and  280  units  for  the  elderly).     In 
addition,  other  activities,   includina  rehabilitation,  will   provide  related 
residential    and  commercial    uses.     The  comnercial   uses  will   primarily  serve 
the  new  residents  and  the  surrounding  neighborhood.     New  open  space  will  be 
■provided  by  means  of  a  street  closing  and  a  new  circulation  system  which 
separates  pedestrian  and  vehicular  movement. 

The  proposed  project  is  part  of  a  comprehensive  program  for  the  Sumner 
Street  waterfront  area  v/hich   is   aimed  at  rehabilitating  the  area  to  the 
,south  and  west  of  this  project  in  the  form  of  a  second  Neighborhood  Develop- 
ment Program  and  development  of  open  space  for  a  l7aterfront  Park  at  the  end 
of  Sumner  Street. 

E.  3.  NEED  FOR  PUBLIC  HOUSING  FOR  THE  ELDERLY 

East  Boston,  which  has  one  of  the  highest  percentages  of  elderly  in  the 
City  of  Boston,  has  no  public  housing  for  the  elderly.     The  demand  for 
elderly  housing  city-wide   far  exceeds  the  supply.     For  example,  according 
to  the  Boston  Housing  Authority,   there  are  approximately  16,000  elderly 
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Families  in  Boston  who  qualify  for  public  housing  and  there  are  only  1204 
units,  state  or  federally  assisted,  designated  for  the  elderly.  In  1970, 

only  116  of  these  units  became  vacant. 

The  proposed  site  is  within  one  block  of  the  Maverick  Square  MBTA 
station,  two  churches,  a  grocery  store,  and  a  pharmacy.  The  site  is  two 
blocks  from  a  post  office,  welfare  office,  court  house  and  health  center. 
Within  .4  mile  is  East  Boston's  largest  shopping  center  and  an  elderly 
lounge  operated  by  the  East  Boston  APAC.  The  lounge  has  daily  activities 
for  the  elderly.  While  many  elderly  will  not  be  able  to  walk  this  far, 
two  bus  routes  connect  the  site  and  these  facilities. 

F.   ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  (BENEFICIAL  AND  ADVERSE)  OF  THE  PROPOSED  PROJECT 

Man-Made  Environment 
1.   Effects  of  Proposed  Elderly  Housing  on  Surrounding  Area. 

a.  Community  Impact 

Implementation  of  the  Sumner  Street  NDP  will  eliminate  a  seriously  blighted 
and  deteriorating  area  which  is  detrimental  to  the  safety,  health,  morals, 
welfare,  and  sound  growth  of  the  East  Boston  Community.  Substandard  structures, 
vacant  and  unused  land,  and  other  indications  of  serious  blight  and  deterioration 
are  present  throughout  the  project  area,  including  imcompatible  land  uses, 
improper  location  of  structures,  obsolete  buildings  unsuitable  for  contemporary 
uses,  poorly  designed  streets,  and  inefficient  traffic  circulation. 

In  addition  to  eliminating  specific,  adverse  environmental  conditions, 
implementation  of  the  NDP  will  provide  a  more  adequate  framework  of  environ- 
mental conditions  which  will  substantially  improve  the  livability  of  the  area 
and  promote  confidence  in  the  area's  future. 

Specifically,  the  N.D.P.  proposal  will  allow  for  the  construction  of  300 
units  of  housing  which  will  help  eliminate  a  shortage  of  low-cost  housing  in 
Boston  for  the  elderly  and  families.  A  building  within  the  project  area  will 
be  rehabilitated  for  residential  and  commercial  uses.  Proposals  for  open 
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space  and  recreation  will  provide  new  facilities  for  the  use  and  enjoyment  of 
the  residents  of  the  area.  Provision  of  pedestrian  ways  and  a  proposed  mall 
will  enable  convenient  access  to  the  area's  housing,  community  facilities,  and 
commercial  centers  as  well  as  promote  pedestrian  safety.  Thus,  the  proposals 
are  expected  to  provide  substantial  physical,  social,  as  well  as  aesthetic, 
benefits  to  the  area. 

b.  Visual   Quality 

By  eliminating  the  deteriorating  structures  and  inappropriate  land  uses 
and  by  providing  newly  designed  housing,  the  quality  of  the  visual  environment 
will  be  improved. 

c.  Air  Qual ity 

It  is  not  anticipated  that  the  300  additional  housing  units,  280  of  which 
are  for  the  elderly  who  have  a  low  propensity  of  car  ownership,  will  surcharge 
traffic  so  as  to  have  a  significant  adverse  impact  on  the  ambient  air  quality 
at  the  site.  On  site,  untreated  incineration  will  not  be  permitted. 

d.  Noise  Quality 

It  is  not  anticipated  that  the  300  additional  housing  units  will  generate 
significant  automobile  traffic  to  adversely  impact  noise  quality  at  the  site. 

e.  Hater  Qual ity 

The  project  will  discharge  its  wastes  into  a  separate  sanitary  line  within 
the  project  limits  and  into  a  combined  sewer  on  Sumner  Street.  The  sewage  is  then 
taken  to  Deer  Island  where  it  receives  primary  treatment.  (The  M.D.C.  is 
expected  to  provide  for  secondary  treatment  by  1978). 
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2.  Impact  of  Surrounding  Uses  on  Proposed  Housing 

a.  Blight  from  Surrounding  Buildings 

In  order  to  minimize  adverse  effects  from  surrounding  uses,  the 
Authority  will  take  the  following  steps: 

1.  Petition  the  Boston  Zoning  Commission  for  a  rezoning  of  the  water- 
front area  to  the  south  and  west  of  the  NDP  I.  The  petition  will  call  for 

a  change  in  zoning  from  the  existing  waterfront  industrial  use  to  a  residen- 
tial use.  This  action  will  be  in  conformance  with  a  development  plan,  pre- 
pared with  the  extensive  participation  of  East  Boston  community  groups,  as 
well  as  the  General  Plan  for  the  City  of  Boston  and  the  East  Boston  GNRP. 

2.  The  Authority  has  stated  that  the  East  Boston  waterfront  is  a 
major  priority  for  the  use  of  community  development  revenue  sharing  funds. 
These  funds  will  be  utilized  to  implement  the  development  plan. 

3.  The  design  controls  developed  for  NDP  I  will  be  implemented. 
These  controls  state  that  the  majority  of  the  buildings  within  the  N.D.P. 
are  to  be  massed  along  the  Lewis  Street  Mall,  over  600  feet  from  the  in- 
dustrial uses  to  the  west.  The  family  housing  on  the  west  of  Mill  Street 
is  to  be  oriented  away  from  the  industrial  uses  and  separated  by  a  service 
road  (which  will  be  fenced  and  landscaped)  and  is  further  separated  by  a 
vacant  parcel  (to  be  zoned  residential).  Only  four  family  housing  units 
are  facing  the  industrial  site,  but,  these  are  oriented  toward  Mill  Street 
with  their  private  open  space  facing  west.  This  open  space  will  be  suitably 
fenced  and  landscaped  and  is  approximately  240  feet  from  the  industrial 
buildings. 

b.  Existing  Truck  Traffic  -  Sumner  Street 

In  order  to  minimize  adverse  effects  of  this  truck  traffic  on  the 
proposed  housing,  the  Authority  will  take  the  following  steps: 

1.  Formally  request  the  Boston  Traffic  and  Parking  Department  to 
study  the  situation  and  propose  an  alternate  route  which  can  be  used  by 
trucks.  Such  a  route  could  be  developed  using  Sumner  Street  (west),  New 
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Bremen  Street,  and  Maverick  Street  (See  Map  B). 

2.  Discuss  such  a  route  and/or  other  routes  with  East  Boston 
community  groups  and  local  industries. 

The  BRA  conducted  traffic  counts  and  used  previous  studies  to  assess 
the  traffic  volume  on  Sumner  Street  in  East  Boston.  Average  daily  traffic 
is  2000  vehicles  of  which  9%,  or  180  is  the  peak  hour  flow.  During  peak 
hours,  it  was  estimated  that  24  to  36  trucks  per  day  traverse  the  area. 
One-third  of  these  trucks  are  estimated  to  come  from  existing  firms  now 
being  relocated  from  the  NOP  I  project,  according  to  data  supplied  by  the 
BRA'S  Business  Relocation  Section.  Thus,  16  to  24  trucks  daily  and  4-5 
trucks  at  peak  hour  will  effect  the  proposed  housing. 

c.  Existing  Truck  Traffic  -  Bremen  Street 

Traffic  System 

In  response  to  questions  from  HUD  relative  to  truck  traffic  on  Bremen 
Street,  studies  conducted  by  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  indicate 
that  exiting  truck  traffic  is  light,  only  4  trucks  at  peak  hours  travel 
on  Lewis  Street.  This  traffic  will  move  onto  New  Bremen  Street  when  Lewis 
Street  is  discontinued  as  a  public  street. 

According  to  HUD's  Noise  Assessment  Guidelines,  a  multiplier  of  five 
is  added  to  the  existing  traffic,  because  of  the  necessity  for  trucks  to 
stop  at  the  corner  of  Sumner  and  New  Bremen  Street.  This  multiplier  would 
mean  that  the  total  truck  traffic  would  be  computed  at  20  vehicles  per  peak 
hour. 

Effect  of  BRA  Development  Controls  on  Traffic  Noise 

Both  in  its  original  NOP  application  (Urban  Renewal  Plan)  and  in  its 
instructions  (developer's  kit)  to  prospective  developers,  the  BRA  indicated 
that  it  was  a  requirement  to  have  the  parking  and  vehicular  access  to  the 
parcels  on  the  eastern  portion  of  the  NDP  to  be  from  New  Bremen  Street.  The 
most  concentrated  areas  of  building  massing  are  to  be  along  the  Lewis  Street 
Mall,  which  is  330  feet  from  New  Bremen  Street  (See  Map  C). 
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As  a  result  of  these  development  controls,  the  housing  proposal   now 
under  consideration  has  a  36  foot  effective  distance  from  New  Bremen  Street. 
The  36-foot  distance  needs  to  be  adjusted  only  4  feet  back  from  the  street  in 
order  to  receive  "normally  acceptable"  ratings  according  to  HUD  guidelines. 
All   other  distances  are  "normally  acceptable."     In  order  to  receive  "clearly 
acceptable"  ratings,  the  buildings  would  have  to  be  set  back  approximately 
400  feet  which  would  be  clearly  infeasible. 

New  Truck  Route 

The  major  source  of  truck  traffic   in  the  Bremen  Street  area   is  from 
activities  of  the  Massachusetts  Port  Authority.     These  activities  result  from 
the  piers  fronting  on  Boston  Harbor,  south  of  the  project  area.     There  has 
been  a  marked  decline  in  the  utilization  of  the  piers  and  most  of  the  area  has 
been  used  for  storage  in  recent  months.     Tv/o  of  the  three  formerly  active 
piers  have  been  demolished. 

Recently,  there  have  been  preliminary  discussions  of  the  possibility  of 
a  major  containerized  shipping  facility  for  the  area.     This  proposal   would 
involve  the  filling  of  a  35-acre  area  of  the  Harbor  for  the  construction  of 
marginal   wharves.     The  BRA  has  expressed   its  concern  to  the  Port  Authority 
because  of  the  trucking  that  could  be  caused  by  this  activity.     The  BRA  has 
stated  that  any  filling  activity  should  be  done  by  barges  and  on-shore  cranes. 
If  a  major  shipping  facility  is  constructed  in  the  area  and  an  increase  in 
trucking  is  contemplated,  the  BRA  has  strongly  recommended  that  the  unused 
portion  of  the  Penn  Central   Railroad  right-of-way  be  used  as  the  locus  for  a 
major  truck  route.     This  right-of-way  is  depressed  and  approximately  eighty 
feet  from  the  curb  of  the  New  Bremen  Street  right-of-way.     The  route,   it  is 
expected,  could  solve  some  of  the  transportation  problems  of  the  area  since 
trucks  now  travel    through  the  major  commercial   area,  also  a  densely  residential 
area. 
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The  BRA  has  entered  into  discussions  with  the  Port  Authority  relative 
to  the  containerized  shipping  facility  in  this  area.  A  major  study  of  the  Boston 
seaport  conducted  by  the  BRA  under  the  Community  Renewal  Program  recommended 
that  port  facilities  be  consolidated  in  the  South  Boston  area  of  the  City  and 
that  the  East  Boston  pier  area  v/as  not  needed  and  ought  to  be  redeveloped  for 
alternate,  such  as  residential,  uses.  Thus,  there  is  a  strong  possibility 
that  the  area  will  not  be  used  for  additional  shipping. 

Conclusions 

Based  on  the  above  information,  the  BRA  feels  that  the  existing  and 
future  traffic  situation  on  New  Bremen  Street  should  not  deter  the  planning 
and  development  of  new  housing  in  the  area.  The  BRA  will  continue  to  evaluate 
the  transportation  situation  and  will  require  that  design  solutions  be 
implemented  to  reduce  any  adverse  effects  from  truck  traffic. 

d.  Aircraft  Noise 

Noise  Exposure  Forecasts  (NEF's)  prepared  for  the  Massachusetts  Port 
Authority  in  1971  by  Bolt  Beranek  and  Newman  (BBN)  indicate  that  for  three 
alternative  possibilities,  the  proposed  site  lies  outside  of  the  NEF  30  contour. 
The  new  data  by  BBN  differs  from  their  1967  and  1970  studies  which  indicated 
the  site  would  lie  within  NEF  30.  The  1971  data  is  based  on  the  input  of 
technical  innovations  in  the  form  of  high  bypass  turbofan  engines.  Also 
considered  v;as  that  existing  low  bypass  engines  would  be  retrofitted  which 
would  reduce  take-off  and  landing  noise  (See  Figures  2,3,4). 

e.  Existing  Train  Traffic 

The  Penn  Central  Railroad  runs  an  average  of  3  trains  per  week  on  the 
tracks  adjacent  to  the  proposed  project.  The  trains  average  6  cars  apiece, 
proceed  at  about  5  M.P.H.  and  are  run  in  the  early  morning.  This  results  in 
an  occasional  annoyance  rather  than  a  constant  adverse  noise  impact. 
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In  summary,  the  existing  noise  impacts  from  aircraft,  trucks  and  train 
traffic  have  a  cumulative  rather  than  synergistic  impact  on  the  quality  of 
the  noise  environment.  Significant  technical  innovations  in  aircraft  noise 
abatement  coupled  with  the  relocation  of  the  industrial  firms  or  rerouting 
of  truck  traffic  which  are  the  major  generators  of  noise  will,  in  fact, 
improve  the  noise  quality  in  the  area. 

G.  ADVERSE  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACTS  WHICH  CANNOT  BE  AVOIDED 

It  is  not  anticipated  that  the  proposed  project  will  generate  adverse 
impacts  which  cannot  be  avoided.  The  existing  adverse  environmental  condition 
caused  by  the  noise  from  truck  traffic  is  expected  to  be  improved  by  the 
proposed  rerouting  as  mentioned  above.  Rezoning  and  further  development 
will  inhance  the  area. 

H.  ALTERNATIVES  TO  THE  PROPOSED  PROJECT 
1.  Do  Nothing 

The  site  contains  two  major  environmental  deficiencies,  as  stated  in 
the  original  application: 

a.  Obsolete  building  types,  such  as  large  warehouses  or  other 
industrial  buildings,  which  through  lack  of  use  or  maintenance  have 
a  blighted  influence. 

b.  Detrimental  land  uses  or  conditions.  At  the  time  of  the  original 
application,  the  majority  of  the  buildings  were  vacant  or  grossly 
underutilized  and  one  had  been  severely  damaged  by  fire.  Since  that 
time,  another  building  has  been  completely  gutted  by  fire  and  had  to 
be  demolished  for  reasons  of  public  safety.  Lack  of  adequate  main- 
tenance was  prevalent  among  most  of  the  buildings. 
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The  environmental  deficiencies  in  general  have  had  an  adverse 
effect  on  the  adjoining  residential  and  commercial  areas  to  the 
north  of  the  site.  If  the  "do  nothing"  alternative  was  pursued, 
these  environmental  conditions  would  persist  and  still  exert  an 
adverse  effect  on  the  waterfront  and  the  surrounding  community. 

2.  Other  Uses 

Alternatives  to  the  proposed  housing  could  include  commercial, 
industrial,  or  institutional  uses. 

The  primary  purpose  of  the  project  was  to  fulfill  the  strong  demand 
for  new  housing  for  elderly  individuals  and  families  both  in  East  Boston 
and  the  City  of  Boston. 

Major  alternative  uses  on  this  site  could  not  be  justified  in  a 
planning  sense  nor  could  they  receive  community  approval  nor  are  they 
consistent  with  the  goals  of  the  City. 

The  General  Plan  for  the  City  of  Boston  and  the  General  Neighborhood 
Renewal  Plan  for  East  Boston,  both  published  in  1965,  called  for  housing 
on  the  site.  A  nine-acre  commercial  or  institutional  use  would  tend 
to  be  major  centers  in  themselves  and  could  conceivably  conflict  with 
the  existing  commercial  center  of  East  Boston  which  starts  two  blocks 
away  and  stretches  to  about  one-half  mile  from  the  site.  Industrial 
uses  would  be  hampered  by  a  lack  of  adequate  access  to  major  highways. 

3.  Other  Sites 

In  1969,  the  BRA  published  a  report  entitled  East  Boston  -  Publ ic 
Housing  for  the  Elderly  which  was  prepared  in  conjunction  with  community 
interest  in  elderly  housing.  Eight  sites  were  identified  as  prospective 
sites.  Representatives  of  HUD's  Housing  Assistance  Administration  (HAA) 
were  invited  to  tour  the  sites  to  determine  preliminary  eligibility. 
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The  NDP  area  was  the  only  site  to  receive  a  "very  desirable"  rating  and 
given  tentative  HAA  and  Boston  Housing  Authority  approval.      In  light  of 
this,  the  area  was  selected  for  the  proposed  turnkey  elderly-family 
housing.     The  site  is  within  one  block  of  the  Maverick  Square  MBTA  rapid 
transit  station,  two  churches,  a  grocery  store,  and  a  pharmacy.     The 
site  is  two  blocks  from  a  post  office,  a  bank,  a  welfare  office,  and  the 
district  courthouse.     An  elderly  lounge  operated  by  the  OEO-funded  East 
Boston  Area  Planning  Action  Council  and  East  Boston's  largest  shopping 
center  are  located  within  2,000  feet  of  the  site.     While  many  elderly 
cannot  walk  this  distance,  two  bus  routes  connect  the  site  to  these 
facilities. 

I.   SHORT-TERM/LONG-TERM  RELATIONSHIPS 

The  long-term  productivity  of  the  natural  environment  in  East  Boston 
has  been  adversely  impacted  by  short-term  uses  of  the  man-made  environment 
since  the  community  was  first  settled.  The  major  impact  has  been  the 
discharge  of  sewage  and  other  contaminants  into  Boston  Harbor.  This 
project  will  discharge  its  sewage  to  the  Deer  Island  Plant  where 
secondary  treatment  is  anticipated  by  1978. 

J.   VIEWS  OF  LOCAL  GROUPS 
See  attached  letter. 
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Hr.  Robert  T.  Kenney,  Director 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
One  City  Hall  Square 
Boston,  MA 


October  5,  1972 


Dear  Mr.  Kenney: 

The  East  Boston  Recreation,  Master  Planning  and  Land  Use 
Advisory  Council,  the  first  local  advisory  council  in  the  City  of 
Boston  recognized  by  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  confirms  its  support  of 
the  Sumner  Street  Neighborhood  Development  Program  (flDP  I)  which 
is  intended  to  provide  280  units  of  elderly  housing  and  20  units 
of  family  housing  in  East  Boston.  The  Council  has  worked  closely 
v/ith  the  B.R.A.  since  1959  in  the  development  of  a  plan  for  the 
site  and  is  working  closely  with  the. B..^.., A ? Jin  the  development  of 
plans  for  the  adjacent  are_a^known  as  the  proposed  NDP  II. 

Sincerely, 


a:f/cA  /@^^^.^^^- 


Edith  G.  DeAngelis, 
President 
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